
15th  October 2021  
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

We have reached half term.  I want to thank all of my staff for their dedication and commitment to keeping  
our school a safe and welcoming place for our pupils to learn and develop. 
I also want to thank you as parents/guardians for your continuing support for the College and commend 

your child(ren) for doing their best to keep everybody safe in such challenging times.  There has been a 

massive improvement in the way that the pupils follow our COVID safety rules.   I know that this continues 

to be challenging for our pupils, but I am very proud of how they have managed themselves since their 

return to the College. As you will have seen in my recent communications, you will know that we have an 

increase in the number of positive cases amongst the pupils.  This is in spite of all of our safety measures.  

However, we will continue to ty to keep our College family safe. 

After Halloween we will be moving into exam season for Year 12 pupils, who will complete modules in 

English, Maths and Science. Please see attached timetable.  The pupils who are doing this have been 

attending after school classes and in some cases, lunchtime classes in order to be fully prepared.  They will 

have been given past paper questions and guidance to work on over Halloween to aid in their preparation 

for these exams.  It is important that they complete the guided work, BUT it is also important that they 

have some ‘chill out’ time. The guidance on the next page will help your child(ren) to focus their revision 

technique. 

We will also be distributing Revision Planners to Years 8, 9 and 10 for the Christmas Exams (Track 2) that 

will take place the week beginning Monday 13th December. 

Week commencing  
1st November 

Key Stage 3 Christmas Revision Guides will be distributed to our LSC and 
ASC pupils 
Electronic copies will also be forwarded through SIMS Engagement 

Week commencing 
15th November 

All remaining Key Stage 3 pupils will receive their revision guide 
Electronic copies will also be forwarded through SIMS Engagement 

13th- 20th December   Whole-school Christmas Exam Week 

Guides have been embedded with QR codes and interactive web links; these will enable 

self-quizzing and also provide additional support material. QR codes can be accessed by 

opening your phone’s camera: this will automatically link you to the relevant website/ quiz 

(*some phones may require you to download a QR scanner app). 

Our Junior Camogie Ulster Final will take place on Monday 25th October at 11am in Portglenone.  We play 

St Louis, Ballymena.  The very best of luck to the girls and their coaches Miss Quigg and Mrs Lavery.  If you 

are available, please go along to support the girls. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Communication with members of staff 

Please contact the College if you have any concerns about your child(ren).   You will be able to speak to the 

relevant Head of Year. 

Heads of Year 

Year 8 Mr Clifford    Please don’t hesitate to make contact with the Pastoral 

Year 9 Mr O’Donnell                                           Team if you have any concerns about your son/daughter. 

Year 10 Mr Mc Daid    Please do not email individual teachers. 

Year 11 Mr Lavery 

Year 12 Mr Henry 

Year 13 Mr McConnell 

Year 14 Mrs Duddy 

Vice Principal for Pastoral Care  Mrs Young 

Vice Principal for Curriculum Mr McGale 

Please do not approach a member of staff outside of school about your child(ren), this should always be 

done through the proper channels (see above).  Staff should be able to conduct their personal time 

without unsolicited contact from a parent/guardian. 

Our annual Christmas Draw 

We plan to have our annual Christmas Draw in the lead up to Christmas. We would really appreciate your 

support with this.  In the past we have used the funds raised to purchase equipment and pay licenses for 

literacy and numeracy support that otherwise we would not be able to afford. 

The draw will take place over 5 weeks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets will cost £5 and we will issue 4 tickets per family. We would like the pupils to sell these to family 

members or neighbours.  There will be prizes for the top sellers and for the sellers of winning tickets. 

All tickets sold/unsold must be returned to the Bursar no later than Thursday 11th November. 

Any pupils who want more tickets may collect them from the Bursar at breaktime. 

If you are not in you can’t win! 

  

 

Week 1  19th November   £200 

Week 2  26th November  £200 

Week 3  3rd December   £200 

Week 4  10th December               £200 

WeeK 5  17th December £1000        

Just in time for Christmas 



Year 14 Mock Interviews 

Our Year 14 Mock Interviews will take place on the 29th November.  This is a fantastic opportunity for our 

pupils to gain interview experience with professionals.  See below, key dates in preparation for the 

interviews. 

Present- 
29th 
November  

SUPER-CURRICULAR READING: Mrs Edwards has provided Year 14 with detailed 
direction on how to effectively prepare for interview through ‘super-curricular reading’. 
Universities and future employers expect applicants to have knowledge of their 
subject/ career path which exceeds the information learned within the classroom. Year 
14 have been provided with specific direction regarding how/ where to access this 
information, and have also been provided with exemplars. It is essential that this 
preparation is completed between now and their interview: interviewers will ask a 
question which specifically relates to super-curricular reading. A copy of the 
information provided by Mrs Edwards has been uploaded to both SIMS Engagement and 
the Year 14 Careers Google Classroom. 

10th 
November 

CVs due: Mrs O’Kane has uploaded a template to support the creation of CVs onto the 
Year 14 Careers Google Classroom. 

22th 
November  

Year 14 Mock-Interview Workshop (lasting one period). Pupils will revisit online 
interview skills; have a ‘walk-through’ of the evening and will be talked through 
interviewer expectations. 

29th 
November  

Mock Interview Evening: Over 35 interviewers from across a range of career sectors 
have been organised to conduct a mock interview with our Year 14 pupils: the aim is to 
better prepare them for future university and job interviews; maximising their overall 
performance. This will occur onsite through Zoom (between 3.30 and 6 o’clock). All 
pupils are expected to attend, and all pupils will remain onsite until their interview has 
been completed. 

 

Electoral Register 

We want to encourage 16-18 year olds to go online and register at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 

 

School Fund 

Thank you to all of the families who have paid our School Fund, we really appreciate it. 

A gentle reminder to all families to pay this as soon as possible.  We will be distributing 

envelopes after Halloween to those who haven’t managed to pay thus far. 

COVID Update 

The number of positive pupil cases this week was 48.  

If your child tests positive you MUST inform the College. 

If your child is unwell please do not send them to school.  

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason a parent/guardian must call the Attendance Officer in the St 

Patrick Building by 9.00am. Year 8 pupils should call the secretary in the St Mary Building. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


If any member of your family tests positive please do not send your child to school until they have received 

a negative PCR test. 

Unfortunately, we have had some instances where this has happened and it leads to the potential spread 

of this very contagious virus. 

Symptoms include: 

 a new, continuous cough or  

 a high temperature/fever or 

 a loss or a change in your normal sense of smell or taste 

We have also noted that the following symptoms have led to a positive result: 

 Headache 

 Runny nose  

 Sore throat 

 Vomiting 

Not all pupils who have tested positive have symptoms, this is why it is so important that we sign up to our 

Lateral Flow Testing scheme. We ask that each pupil completes a Lateral Flow Test on a Monday and a 

Thursday. If positive please inform the College, book a PCR test and isolate until result is received.  If 

positive continue isolating for 10 days, if negative the pupil may return to school.      

FACE MASKS 

Pupils should supply their own face masks.  Since the beginning of term we have distributed 2500 free 

masks.  We will be unable to do this after Halloween.  Unfortunately, we will have to charge 50p per mask. 

COVID Vaccination Programme 

Your child(ren) in Years 8-12 will have received an information pack and consent form this week. 

Please read the information provided carefully.  Return consent forms as soon as possible.  As with any vaccination 

programme, this is not compulsory.  No child will be vaccinated without the necessary signed consent.  I would 

however, encourage the uptake of the vaccination as it will provide a level of protection against COVID. There is also 

an opportunity to receive the vaccination this weekend at the Mass Vaccination Centre, Seven Towers Leisure 

Centre, Ballymena, on Saturday 23rd October or Sunday 24th October. See attached letter. 

ALERT 
There are an increasing number of pupils vaping on site.  Please note that this is against College rules and 
will result in an External Suspension.  Vaping is addictive and the health risks of these are not yet known. 
 
 
Keep safe, 

Mrs B. Mussen 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 


