
15th  October 2021  
Dear Parent/Guardian,  

I am very concerned about the increasing numbers of pupils who are testing positive for COVID.  Please see 

details below in the COVID section.  Our pupils are being very good, but I am asking you to please 

encourage them to keep themselves safe and practice all of our COVID rules both in school and outside of 

school. 

This week we had our Year 12 Mental Health Workshops provided by Aware NI. We know that this year 

group is under pressure and we hope that they learned some strategies from this that will help them 

through this difficult year. 

 

Year 13 Parents – please see attached letter about a Year 13 Social that has NOT been organised by the 

College. 

Teen Elk 5th November – This is another potential event that will be a ‘super spreader’ of COVID. 

Parents of pupils with Special Educational Needs – please see attached letter regarding the EA’s Pupil 

Support Services. 

Halloween We finish for the Halloween break next Friday 22nd. 

Wearing of Face Masks 

 

 

 

 

 

DE has reviewed the wearing of face coverings in school last week.  They are following the guidance of the 
Department of Health that as the prevalence of COVID remains high, it is appropriate that the current 
guidance on the use of face coverings in schools remains in place. The position will be reviewed again at 
the end of November.  
Please ensure that your child has an adequate supply of face coverings.   
The bus inspectors were checking our pupils last night and said that we are the best school in the area for 
wearing face coverings on the bus.  Well done to our pupils who are doing their best to keep our College 
family safe. 

  

 
 
 
Praying the Rosary with and for Our Diocesan Schools 
  
During the month of October, the Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre will pray a decade of the Rosary for 
our schools. Each day, they will reflect on a different decade of the Rosary and on a particular group of 
schools.  This will take place for our school on: 

  
Thursday 21 October    The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God 



 

Please pray for past pupil Michael Mulholland, who was involved in a very serious 

road traffic accident last week. 

 

 

 

 

School Fund 

Thank you to all of the families who have paid our School Fund, we really appreciate it. 

A gentle reminder to all families to pay this as soon as possible. 

It is really important that this is paid, as due to underfunding for schools by the Department of Education, we need 

this to maintain the high levels of support and provision that our pupils experience. 

We can take cash or cheque at reception or you can pay online directly to our bank account 59337986. Sort code 

909126 

There is also an option to pay in instalments.  Please contact the College Bursar Mrs A Higgins if this is your preferred 

option. 

Family members Amount payable:  

1 pupil (Year 8-12)  £30 

2 pupils (Year 8-12)  £25 each (Total £50) 

3 or more pupils (Year 8-12)  £20 each (Total £60) 

Sixth Form pupils  £60 each 

 

COVID Update 

The number of positive pupil cases this week was 27.  

If your child tests positive you MUST inform the College. 

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason a parent/guardian must call the Attendance Officer in the St 

Patrick Building by 9.00am. Year 8 pupils should call the secretary in the St Mary Building. 

If your child is unwell please do not send them to school.  

If any member of your family tests positive please do not send your child to school until they have received 

a negative PCR test. 

Unfortunately, we have had some instances where this has happened and it leads to the potential spread 

of this very contagious virus. 

Symptoms include: 

 a new, continuous cough or  

 a high temperature/fever or 

 a loss or a change in your normal sense of smell or taste 



 

 

We have also noted that the following symptoms have led to a positive result: 

 Headache 

 Runny nose  

 Sore throat 

 Vomiting 

 

 

18th Birthday Parties  

These have been identified as super spreaders.  Please do not encourage them.  I 

know that it is something else that our pupils are missing out on, but it is too big a 

risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all pupils who have tested positive have symptoms, this is why it is so important that we sign up to our 

Lateral Flow Testing scheme. We ask that each pupil completes a Lateral Flow Test on a Monday and a 

Thursday. If positive please inform the College, book a PCR test and isolate until result is received.  If 

positive continue isolating for 10 days, if negative the pupil may return to school.      



 

 

 

Reminder:  We use Securus on our College IT systems. This is specifically developed to make the task of 

online safeguarding easier.  We monitor this to keep our pupils safe on-line in school, ensuring that they do 

not access any inappropriate material, for example suicide sites, seeking information about drugs, etc.  It 

will also flag up use of inappropriate language. 

 

Safeguarding Alert: Harmful Content –

Squid Game  

What is Squid Game?  

Squid Game is a South Korean television series streaming on Netflix. The plot centres on a group of adult 
debtors, thieves, and gamblers competing against each other in a series of childhood games for a grand 
cash prize. However, there is a dark twist to these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors are 
violently killed off in ways that grow more twisted as the games grow more intense. 

Harmful Content in the Show  

Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the visual content includes high levels of gore, death, 
violence, and physical assault. It also has graphic depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault. 

Children are likely to know about the show via word of mouth and because it is so popular on social media. 
They may be unaware of the extent of gore, death, and violence the show contains. It also focuses on adult 
themes that are not appropriate for younger sensibilities. For young people who live with mental health 
issues, they may be triggered by some of the content. 

The images of Squid Game, especially in promotional images and material, appears innocent and childlike. 
This is to provide a clash with the excessively violent content that is meant to be jarring and unsettling to 
viewers. 

Parents should be aware that video content from this show is found on TikTok, which could also increase 
their interest in watching the show. Note that even if you restrict the young person in your care from 
watching Squid Game, they may be able to access content on other social media platforms. 

The Risks of Foul Play 

Due to the overwhelming popularity of Squid Game and its challenge-based plot, many of the themes 
within the show have become popular on social media platforms. Depictions of these games have started 
to become popular as people film themselves recreating them – without the murderous outcome. The 
most popular are: 



 
©Netflix 

Red Light, Green Light 

Players attempt to reach a spot in the allotted time in a stop-start fashion. A particular image from the 
show being recreated from the show involves the giant doll-like robot that runs this game and monitors 
any movement. 

 
©Netflix 

Honeycomb Game 

Players must cut out one of four shapes in a thin disc of honeycomb using a needle without breaking the 
shape. This has become popular on TikTok. 

It’s unlikely that children and young people would have the means to entirely recreate the games featured 
in the show. A lot of them include specialised weapons, sets, and equipment. 

However, there is a concern that a child or young person may unintentionally put themselves in harm’s 
way by trying to recreate a small portion of the games. It has been reported that in some schools children 
are using physical violence in the playground to ‘punish’ losers as a substitute for the player losing their 
life. If a child attempts to recreate the Honeycomb Game, there is a risk of burns from caramelised sugar if 



they attempt to make the honeycomb themselves. Some users have also tried heating sharp objects over 
flames like characters in the show to make cutting an image out of honeycomb easier. 

Practical Tips and Guidance  
Use our Netflix Safety Guide to set viewing restrictions, profile locks, PIN codes and 

much more.   

DOWNLOAD OUR NETFLIX GUIDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

33rd Derry 

Ballinascreen Scouts 
 

The Group Ages 
and Nightly 
Sessions are: 

Beavers (P3-P4): 

Tue: 7:15-8.30pm 

Cubs (P5-P7):     

Mon: 7:30-

9:00pm 

Scouts (Year 8 - 
Age 15):  

Thu: 7:30-9:00pm 

Ventures (Ages 
16 - 18): 

Wed: 7:30-

9:00pm 

Rovers (Ages 18 
- 25): 

Thu: 7:30-9:00pm 

Leaders (Ages 
18+): 

For any section 

Registration 
Night 

Thursday 14th 
October from  

What sort of Activities? 
 Camping 

 

 Canoeing 

 

 Abseiling 

 

 Archery 

 

 Pioneering 

 

 River Walking   Hiking  Survival Days     

 Climbing  Games  Orienteering 

 Arts/Crafts  Backwoods Cooking = ALL FUN   

 

Due to Covid 19 numbers may be restricted. 

Current members will be given 1st consideration, then any new 

siblings with any remaining places given to new members on a 1st 

come basis. 

New members forms must be completed and returned in person 

on Registration Night! 

https://ineqe.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/streamsafe_netflix.pdf


7 – 8.30 pm 

St Colm’s Hall 

Cahore Rd 

 

For more 
information call: 

Michelle (Group 
Leader): 

07902673685   

Registration is £55, a £20 deposit is required on the night. 

Forms can be requested by emailing 

ballinascreen.scouts@gmail.com 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

 

 

Keep safe, 

Mrs B. Mussen 

Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


