
8th October 2021  
Dear Parent/Guardian,  

We celebrated our Inaugural Mass this week.  I do hope that some of you were able to join us virtually. 

The Mass was a wonderful celebration of the start of our school year.  This was our Year 8 pupil’s first 

experience of a College Mass and they were excellent.  The theme of the Mass was ‘let your light shine’ 

and I encourage all of our pupils to do exactly that. We encourage our pupils to always do their best and to 

use their talents.  We know that our pupils are a very talented bunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking of talent, congratulations to Aoife Doherty our AS English Literature pupil who was Runner Up in 

the Act One World Poetry competition with her poem ‘Run Rabbit’. 

 

Congratulations to our pupils!  They have been selected to be one of the groups to go forward to the ABP 

Angus Youth Challenge Exhibition in the Eikon Centre, Balmoral Park on the 28th October.  Good luck! 

Year 8 Road Safety 

Our Year 8 pupils had their Road Safety training on Thursday. Translink and the PSNI praised them for their 

high level of participation and good manners.  Well done to our Year 8 pupils who were such excellent 

ambassadors for the College. 

Now we need our pupils to practise all that they learnt.  Each pupil was also given a reflective wristband, 

which they should wear to make themselves more visible in the dark mornings and evenings that are 

approaching. Please remind your children to be careful getting on and off buses and to have reflective 

strips on their schoolbags to help make them more visible. 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder: To avoid disappointment, please make an appointment if you wish to see a member of the 

Pastoral Team or myself.  It is also only possible to meet with one parent due to COVID restrictions.  When 

attending a meeting, face masks must be worn. 

Pupils who live in Maghera should now be in school for 9am and go directly to their bubble room or their 

Period 1 room on arrival. 

Fireworks warning 

Please remind your children of the dangers of fireworks as we move 

 into that season of the year. Any pupil bringing fireworks, bangers,  

etc into school OR setting them off will receive a severe sanction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Fund 

Thank you to all of the families who have paid our School Fund, we really appreciate it. 

A gentle reminder to all families to pay this as soon as possible. 

Receipts have been issued for those who have paid their school fund by cash or cheque. 

 

Christmas 

Have you thought about Christmas presents yet?  I would like to recommend 

that you consider buying a laptop for your son/daughter, especially if they 

are in 6th Form.  If they plan to go on to university, this is an investment that 

they will be able to use whilst there, but make great use of now. 

 

COVID Update 

The number of positive pupil cases this week was 5.  

If your child tests positive you MUST inform the College. 

If your child is unwell please do not send them to school.  

 

COVID Symptoms Reminder: 

Pupils should wear a face mask, unless 

exempt. Please ensure that your 

son/daughter has a supply of these. 



 a new, continuous cough or  

 a high temperature/fever or 

 a loss or a change in your normal sense of smell or taste 

We have also noted that the following symptoms have led to a positive result: 

 Headache 

 Runny nose  

 Sore throat 

 Vomiting 

 Sore eyes 

 

If any member of your family tests positive, please do not send your child to school until they have received a 

negative PCR test. 

Not all pupils who have tested positive have symptoms, this is why it is so important that we sign up to our 

Lateral Flow Testing scheme. We ask that each pupil completes a Lateral Flow Test on a Monday and a Thursday. If 

positive please inform the College, book a PCR test and isolate until result is received.  If positive continue isolating 

for 10 days.  If negative the pupil may return to school.      

Free School Meals 

If you have not yet applied for free school meals, please complete the online application form and submit it as soon 

as possible. I suspect that many of you have not applied for this.  If you think that you are entitled, please do apply.  

Please do not think that there is any shame in applying for what you are entitled to.  This is what you pay your taxes 

for.  You will also benefit funding in the College as our funding is influenced by the number of pupils in receipt of 

Free School Meals.   

Guidance and information can be obtained via EA website  

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants   

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Mental Health Day 

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep safe, 

Mrs B. Mussen 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


