Admissions criteria for entry September 2025
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Open Day 2024/25
Open day Saturday 25th January, 9.30am - 1.00pm in the St Patrick’s Building

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR ENTRY INTO YEAR 8

When considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of Governors will only take into
account information which is detailed on or attached to the application form. Parents should therefore ensure
that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the school’s admission criteria is stated on the
application form or attached to it.

During the admissions procedure when applying the criteria punctual applications will be considered before late
applications are considered. The application procedure opens on 28 January 2025 at 12 noon (GMT) and an
application submitted by the closing date of 20 February 2025 at 12 noon (GMT) will be treated as a punctual
application. An application received after 12 noon (GMT) on 20 February 2025 and up to 4pm on 25 February
2024 will be treated as a late application.

Respective functions of the Board of Governors and Principal in relation to Admissions to the school. The Board
of Governors delegates to the Principal the task of applying the Admissions Criteria.

Pupils resident in Northern Ireland at time of proposed admission will be given preference over those not so resident.

In the event of the number of children applying exceeding the places available the following criteria will be applied
in the order set down. If the Admissions Number is exceeded by application of a particular criterion, then the
remaining criteria will be used, in turn, to reduce the number of children being considered for places until the
Admission Number is reached:

1. Preference will be given to all children who give St Patrick’s College as their first preference school on the
Application Form.

2. Achild from the following primary schools: St. Mary’s PS, Glenview, St Patrick’s PS, Glen, St Brigid’s PS,
Tirkane, St John’s PS, Swatragh, St. Brigid’s PS, Mayogall.

3. Achild of the family currently enrolled in the College or who are being selected for enrolment in September
2025

4. Achild of the family previously enrolled in the College.

5. Eldest child defined as child who at the date of application, is the eldest child of the family to be eligible to
apply for admission to the school.

6. A child of a parent who is currently a permanent member of staff of the College.

7. If there are still more children than spaces available a tiebreaker will be applied on the basis of the initial
letter of the surname of the child wishing to transfer, with the child being selected in the order set out below:

HWIPAMTZBLOCXYDNRJFKQVEUGS

The order was determined by a randomised selection of letters. In the event of the surnames beginning with the
same initial letter, the subsequent letters of the surnames will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two
identical surnames the alphabetical order of the letter of the first forenames appearing on the transfer form will
be used. Hyphenated surnames, consisting of two separate surnames will be treated as one complete word for
selection purposes.
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ADMISSIONS TO YEAR 8 AFTER 1 SEPTEMBER 2025

Parents who wish to have their child considered for admission in the event of a place arising after 1 September
2025 should write to the Principal clearly stating this. In the event of a vacancy arising the above criteria will be
applied to these applications only.

Number of Applications and Admissions

Total Applications

Year Admissions No. All Preferences Total Admissions

2022/23 190 265 190
2023/24 190 206 197
2024/25 190 207 200

This table does not include children who were admitted to the school with a statement of Special Educational Needs.

A detailed Prospectus is available on request from the College

Criteria for admission to Years 9 onwards available from the College.
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